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The Oceania region comprises 17 countries - 14 small island states, PNG ( 7 mill), Australia and NZ. 
 
Caritas Oceania is the largest network of civil society agencies engaged in development and 
humanitarian response agencies working in each country. We are agencies of the Catholic Church. 
 
Our aim is to end poverty and to actively promote justice and dignity for all.  The treatment of 
refugees and migrants is important to us and we commend those who have been involved in drafting 
this Declaration. 
 
Although we are geographically far from the large movements of asylum seekers and refugees in the 
world, we share the great concern which has led to the drafting of this Declaration. We see the 
political momentum towards more humane treatment of our sisters and brothers who flee persecution 
as timely in order to reverse the substantial harm being caused for many thousands of people. 
 
In the Oceania region, we have a direct connection with the growing global movement to change 
harsh national policies.  This is because three of our governments have been directly responsible for 
causing great harm to the lives of many thousands of asylum seeker families. 
 
Indeed, the largest of the island states in Oceania, Australia, has been the subject of sustained critique 
for its policies by the UNHCR. This criticism over the last decade relates to the impacts of the 
arbitrary detention of large numbers of asylum seekers in three countries  in order to solve a domestic 
political problem in Australia itself. 
 
Citizens of all faith traditions and of no faith across Oceania countries have consistently called for an 
end to arbitrary detention of these families and individuals. Regrettably, there is no sign of any policy 
change in the the foreseeable future. We hope that passage of the Declaration may cause further 
reflection on this matter. 
 
This is an acute concern for civil society in our region. Every week detainees harm themselves in 
extreme ways - such as sewing their lips together and refusing to eat for weeks on end. Many have 
committed suicide because they have lost all hope of ever being released from confinement. 
 
Considering the long term harm being caused by these policies, I would urge official delegates at the 
September forum to acknowledge the findings of a series of formal expert inquiries undertaken since 
2006, including one in 2015 by a national panel of distinguished medical experts. These have all 
found that has reported that children have suffered psychiatric harm for the rest of their lives due to 
this policy of government. 
 
The Caritas Oceania network joins with all those of good faith who wish to end such harmful policies. 
We currently have a minimal voice in policy development. 
 
We hope that passage of this Declaration and the related political momentum associated with it - may 
lead to an opening to genuine dialogue of the kind we have in most other areas of public policy. 
 


